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Such a notion can only come from a very feeble
understanding of what the Empire is and does.

The British Empire covers about one-quarter of the
globe (13,353,000 square miles) and includes about one-
quarter (525,000,000) of its inhabitants. It's a pity it's
not bigger. It is made up of a group of six Associated
Commonwealths and about fifty, more or less, dependent
areas.

Constitutionally the Empire is supposed to be held
together by the Statute of Westminster, a British imperial
statute of 1931. But that's just a suppose. In reality
it is just held together by a vast gentlemen's agreement,
and in the case of Ireland it isn't even gentlemanly.

The Statute of Westminster indeed is just a myth, a
sort of idealization of unity or reality otherwise created.
We keep it just as the Nigerian savages keep a wooden
God with big glass eyes in the half-dark of a grass bunga-
low. People shake when they go in. So do our lawyers.
But in plain logic the Statute won't stand overhauling.
It was passed by the British Parliament in 1931, after
advice from an Imperial Conference, and then sent on
to the Dominions* So far it has never been accepted,
not on its face value. Australia never ratified it; meant
to and never has yet. There seemed something fishy
about it, some trick in it* So in twelve years they
haven't touched it. South Africa ratified it, yes indeed,
they ratified the life out of it, with a local statute that
ripped it to pieces. Canada didn't formally ratify it,
but accepted it, took it as read, till they found that if
it went into force it would tie up Canada hand and
foot with no supreme public authority left We can
only amend our Constitution by an imperial statute, in
other words, by calling the Westminster Statute off.
Newfoundland, shivering and starving with the depres-
sion, accepted the Statute and then gave up Dominion